
Welcoming Russia’s Historic Decision: Afghanistan on The Path...
An important and significant development was announced from Kabul, 

revealing that the Russian government has courageously decided...
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The Afghan Foreign Ministry 
announced late Thursday that 
Dmitry Zhirnov, the Russian 
Ambassador to Kabul, formally 
conveyed the decision of the 
Russian government during a 
meeting with Acting Foreign 
Minister Amir Khan Muttaqi, stating 

that Moscow o�icially recognizes 
the Islamic Emirate of Afghanistan 
(IEA). The ministry quoted Zhirnov 
as emphasizing the significance of 
this decision and describing it as a 
historic step toward strengthening 
relations between Afghanistan and 
Russia.

During the meeting, Muttaqi also 
welcomed Russia’s decision and 
described it as the beginning of a 
new phase of positive relations, 
mutual respect, and constructive 
engagement between the two 
countries. Muttaqi added that 
this realistic decision by Russia 

would be remembered as a major 
development in the history of 
bilateral relations and would 
serve as a good example for other 
countries to take similar steps.
He further stated that this move 
would lead to the further expansion 
of bilateral cooperation...   P2

A number of Afghans who have 
recently returned from Iran say they 
are facing serious challenges upon 
arrival in the country, including 
homelessness, unemployment, and 
the absence of immediate support.
They call on the caretaker government 
to take urgent and concrete steps to 
address their situation, emphasizing 
that the su�ering of exile should not 
be compounded by internal hardships.
Mohammad Sharif, who was deported 
from Iran, said: “We are currently lost, 
unsure of where to go or stay. I have 
three children, my wife is with me, 
and we have no job or shelter. We 
truly feel abandoned. Our only...     P3

Trump called the U.S. withdrawal 
from Afghanistan the most shameful 
moment in American history, vowing 
never to allow such failure again.
U.S. President Donald Trump has once 
again condemned the withdrawal of 
American troops from Afghanistan, 
calling it “perhaps the most shameful 
moment in the history of our country.” 
His remarks were made during the 
signing of a major new tax bill in 
Washington.
Speaking at the event, Trump criticized 
the Biden administration, stating, “We 
endured four terrible and humiliating 
years. Afghanistan may be the most 
shameful moment in the history of our 
country. We will never let anything like 
that happen again.”
He emphasized that under his 
leadership, he would never allow a 
repeat of such a scenario, referencing 
the chaotic and deadly U.S. exit from 
Kabul in August 2021. “Never... P3
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Deputy PM for 
Economic Affairs 

Visits Baku 
International Sea Port
Mawlavi Abdul Ghani Baradar Akhund, 
Deputy Prime Minister for Economic 
A�airs, visited the Baku International 
Sea Port in Azerbaijan today.
According to the Economic A�airs 
O�ice, Baradar reviewed the port’s 
facilities and logistics and requested 
Azerbaijani o�icials to facilitate the 
export of Afghan goods via the corridor.
During the visit—attended by port 
and railway o�icials—they expressed 
readiness to handle exports of 
Afghanistan’s industrial, agricultural, 
and mineral products to Turkey and 
Europe through the Lapis Lazuli 
corridor.

The UK government will pay £1.6 
million to 277 Afghans a�er a 2021 
data leak exposed their identities 
and endangered their lives.
British media have reported 
that the UK government will pay 
compensation of up to £4,000 
each to 277 Afghan citizens whose 
personal information was exposed 
in a 2021 data breach by the Ministry 
of Defence (MoD).
According to the BBC World Service, 
the breach occurred in September 
2021, during the chaotic and rapid 
evacuation of Western forces from 
Afghanistan. Personal details of 
individuals who had cooperated 
with the UK government were 
mistakenly revealed, placing them 
at serious risk.
The emails, sent by the Afghan 
Relocations and Assistance Policy 
(ARAP) team, exposed personal 

data of nearly 300 Afghan nationals. 
Among the disclosed details were 
email addresses of 265 individuals, 
and in some cases, profile photos 
and geographic locations were 
also visible. The Information 
Commissioner’s O�ice (ICO) labeled 
the breach as “serious” and warned 
that the error could have posed a 
threat to lives. As a result, the MoD 

was fined £350,000 in December 
2023—an amount reduced from 
an initial penalty of £1 million 
following a detailed review.
UK Defence Minister Luke Pollard 
has issued a formal apology 
and assured that compensation 
payments would be processed 
swi�ly. He also pledged reforms 
in data management...   P2

UK to Pay £1.6 Million Compensation
 to Afghans Over Risky Data Leak
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On Friday, China’s Ministry of 
Commerce announced that China and 
the US have recently confirmed details 
on a framework for implementing the 
Geneva trade talks consensus. China 
will review and approve applications 
for the export of eligible controlled 
items in accordance with the law, 
and the US will remove a series of 
restrictive measures imposed on China 
accordingly. Before China released its 
statement, US President Donald Trump 
and Commerce Secretary Howard 
Lutnick made separate comments, 
claiming that the two sides had “signed 
an agreement.” The easing of China-
US trade tensions immediately drove 
up international financial markets, 
sending a clear signal: Free trade, 
not tari� barriers, is the common 
expectation of global markets; China-
US trade reconciliation not only 
benefits both sides, but also serves the 
common interests of the entire world.
This marks the latest progress in 
implementing the consensus reached 
between the two heads of state. The 
economic and trade teams of the two 
countries held talks from June 9 to 10 
in London and reached a principled 
agreement on implementing the 
important consensus of the two 
heads of state and consolidating the 
outcomes of the Geneva talks. The 
statements from both sides indicate 
that the framework outcomes of the 
London talks have been recognized 
and approved in both countries, and 
both sides have further finalized the 
details of the framework. This shows 
that the China-US economic and 
trade consultations are proceeding 
along an established track, bringing 
a sigh of relief to the world. Providing 
an institutional platform for resolving 
di�erences is the important value of 
the China-US economic and trade 
consultation mechanism. Every piece 
of progress in bilateral trade talks has 
been met with “unanimous praise” 
from around the world, proving that 

dialogue and cooperation are the 
only correct choices. However, the US 
o�en says one thing and does another, 
casting a shadow over the prospects of 
the two countries’ economic and trade 
consultations.
For example, in the Joint Statement 
on China-US Economic and Trade 
Meeting in Geneva, China and the 
US both a�irmed a “sustainable, 
long-term, and mutually beneficial 
economic and trade relationship.” 
But at the same time, the US has 
repeatedly sent signals that could 
“intensify trade tensions” – at one 
moment, there was talk of revoking 
waivers for global semiconductors 
to access US technology in China; at 
another, there were hints of potential 
sanctions or export restrictions on 
DeepSeek, which could “be disruptive 
both diplomatically and economically.” 
If Washington is truly committed to 
building a “sustainable, long-term, 
and mutually beneficial economic 
and trade relationship” with China, it 
should further demonstrate its clear 
stance on removing export restrictions 
on China and take real action – instead 
of resorting to ambiguity and vague 
wording. Some US public opinion 
places the blame for China-US trade 
frictions on China, which is a serious 
distortion of the truth. If it were not 
for the US’ abuse of tari�s, there 
would not be the current severe 
di�iculties in bilateral trade relations. 
Washington is the one that created 
the problem. China’s willingness to 
sit down for consultations stems from 
goodwill toward the overall China-US 
relationship in addressing US concerns 
on a legal, reasonable, and sensible 
basis. However, some US public 
opinion seems to take this goodwill 
for granted, and even attempts to use 
China’s goodwill to hijack the country 
– as if every time there is a problem in 
China-US trade, it is because “China 
is not doing enough or doing it fast 
enough.” It is highly unfair to place all 

the blame on China. 
The essence of China-US economic 
and trade relations is mutual benefit 
and win-win cooperation. In fact, the 
US agreeing to reduce and remove 
unreasonable tari� barriers is itself an 
acknowledgment of the irreplaceable 
role of free trade in economic growth 
and a correction of its abuse of tari�s. 
The US itself has not been immune 
to the impact of so-called “reciprocal 
tari�s” on the global economy. From 
manufacturing plants and exporters 
to consumers, there are countless 
examples of the US’ tari� stick hitting 
its own production and supply chains. 
A report by Rabobank shows that 
in the past six months, more than 
a quarter of Dutch investors have 
reduced their holdings in US shares 
due to unpredictable and unreliable 
US policies. Under the “education” 
of market forces, Washington has, in 
fact, been forced to gradually rein in 
its unilateralist impulse for “Liberation 
Day.” From Geneva to London, China 
has consistently acted as a responsible 
major country, advancing China-
US trade in a justified, firm and 
proportionate manner. This promotes 
a return to the WTO system, the 
normalization of global production 
and supply chains and the return of 
bilateral relations to the right track. 
The recently concluded Summer Davos 
Forum in Tianjin attracted leaders from 

the political, business and academic 
communities of more than 90 countries 
and regions worldwide. At a time when 
unilateralist tari�s are impacting the 
global trade order, China continues to 
prove through concrete actions that it 
is not only “the largest trading partner 
for many countries beyond their 
immediate neighbors,” but also a key 
engine and stabilizing force for global 
economic growth.
China-US relations are now at a 
crucial juncture. Both sides must 
especially adhere to the principles of 
mutual respect, peaceful coexistence 
and win-win cooperation, turning 
the “framework of measures” into 
a “list of achievements.” Politicizing 
economic and trade issues and 
treating everything as a “bargaining 
chip in negotiations with China” will 
only hinder the rational resolution of 
economic and trade frictions.
Only on the basis of common actions 
can we enhance mutual trust and 
create favorable conditions for 
future cooperation. It is hoped that 
the US side will meet China halfway, 
fully implementing the important 
consensus and requirements from the 
June 5 phone call between the two 
heads of state, further leveraging the 
role of the China-US economic and 
trade consultation mechanism and 
bringing more positive expectations 
to the world.
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Washington Must Take Real Action to Cancel Export 
Restrictions on China: Global Times Editorial

An important and significant 
development was announced from 
Kabul, revealing that the Russian 
government has courageously 
decided to recognize the Afghan 
caretaker government. This is 
a historic and commendable 
decision concerning the legitimacy 
of the Afghan state and its people, 
which the Afghan nation warmly 
welcomes. Nearly four years 
a�er most of the world had still 
not adopted a clear stance on 
recognizing Afghanistan, Russia 
has become the first country to 
take this historic step — a move 
that not only positively a�ects the 
morale of the Afghan people but 
also sends a strong message to 
the international community that 
policies of isolation must end.
Afghans fully understand that the 
world has treated Afghanistan with 
caution due to its own security 
and political concerns. However, 
now that there is a relatively 
stable security environment in 

the country, the Afghan people 
call on the world to see this reality 
with open eyes and, through their 
decisions, give Afghans the chance 
to live a normal, dignified, and 
prosperous life. Russia’s decision 
has proven that everything is 
possible through engagement 
and dialogue, and other countries 
should also take steps toward the 
same constructive approach.
The Afghan people have endured 
countless hardships due to 
decades of war, bombings, internal 
displacement, and refugee crises 
abroad. In the past three years, 
with the end of fighting and the 
emergence of a relative peace, 
Afghans hope to reconnect with 
the international community 
and overcome the backwardness 
in human rights and economic 
opportunities.
At the same time, the Afghan 
caretaker government bears a 
great responsibility to make proper 
use of this historic opportunity. It 

must work to eliminate existing 
grievances, injustice, and poverty, 
provide equal opportunities for 
education and employment to 
all citizens, and ensure that all 
segments of society — including 
women and girls — feel included 
in the nation’s progress, 
presenting a government that 
meets international standards. 
Only in this way will the world 
be convinced that Afghanistan 
deserves recognition, assistance, 
and the reopening of international 
agreements.
Additionally, the Afghan people 
call on other countries to have 
the same courage and positive 
outlook as Russia. Only through 
engagement and joint cooperation 
can Afghanistan break free 
from economic sanctions and 
international isolation and 
integrate into normal, balanced, 
and broad relations with the 
countries of the region and the 
world. The determination of 

Afghans is to no longer remain 
trapped in the long nights of war 
and poverty, but instead to seize 
the current opportunity and take 
steps toward a dignified life.
Russia’s bold and timely decision 
could open a new debate in the 
arena of international politics: 
whether other countries also 
have the courage to practically 
cooperate and choose the path 
of engagement with the Afghan 
nation a�er its long su�ering. 
In reality, this is in the interest 
of stability for both Afghanistan 
and the region, as such initiatives 
should increase so that the Afghan 
people can once again become 
an active and positive member 
of the international community 
and benefit from humanitarian 
a s s i s t a n c e ,  e c o n o m i c 
opportunities, and development.
Although the peace that has 
returned to the country still has 
shortcomings, it is nonetheless 
a major achievement...   P3

Welcoming Russia’s Historic Decision: Afghanistan on 
The Path to Returning to The International Community

Editorial

Russia...
between the two nations.
Nearly four years a�er most 
of the world had still not 
adopted a clear stance on 
recognizing Afghanistan, 
Russia has become the first 
country to take this historic 
step — a move that not only 
positively a�ects the morale 
of the Afghan people but 
also sends a strong message 
to the international 
community that policies of 
isolation must end.
Russia’s decision has proven 
that everything is possible 
through engagement 
and dialogue, and other 
countries should also take 
steps toward the same 
constructive approach.

UK to Pay...
procedures and improved 
sta� training within 
the ministry. The total 
compensation payout is 
expected to reach around 
£1.6 million, according to 
estimates by o�icials. The 
payments aim to recognize 
the potential dangers and 
distress caused by the 
breach.
However, some legal experts 
and advocates argue that the 
amount may not fully reflect 
the psychological trauma and 
life-threatening risks faced 
by the a�ected individuals, 
many of whom are still in 
precarious situations.
This incident has 
further highlighted the 
vulnerabilities of Afghan 
allies le� behind a�er the 
Western withdrawal and 
underlines the ongoing 
responsibility of the UK to 
protect those who risked 
their lives in support of its 
mission.

At Least...
18 hours after the July Fourth 
crisis began, Texas Governor 
Greg Abbott said search-and- 
rescue operations would press 
on through the night and into 
Saturday.
A b b ott  s a i d  re s o u rce s 
devoted to the effort would 
be “limitless.” Speaking to 
reporters aboard Air Force One 
at the end of a day of public 
events, President Donald 
Trump said “we’ll take care 
of them,” when asked about 
federal aid for the disaster.
The U.S. National Weather 
Service declared a flash 
flood emergency for parts of 
Kerr County in south-central 
Texas Hill Country, about 65 
miles (105 km) northwest 
of San Antonio, following 
thunderstorms that dumped 
as much as a foot of rain.
Dalton Rice, city manager for 
Kerrville, the county seat, told 
reporters the extreme flooding 
struck before dawn with little 
or no warning, precluding 
authorities from...    P3
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Mullah Abdul Ghani Baradar, Deputy 
Prime Minister for Economic A�airs, 
met on Friday with the Prime Minister 
of Kazakhstan Olzhas Bektenov in 
Khankendi, Azerbaijan, where both 
sides discussed political, economic, 
and trade issues between Afghanistan 
and Kazakhstan, the Afghan deputy 
PM’s o�ice said in a statement.
At the meeting, the Prime Minister 
of Kazakhstan announced that 
his country will soon begin the 
Torghandi-Herat railway line project 
in Afghanistan, with an investment 
valued at $500 million.
He emphasized that Kazakhstan is 
one of the top ten countries with 
the highest trade relations with 
Afghanistan and they are committed 
to expanding these relations.
Bektenov also stated that his 
country maintains good relations 
with Afghanistan, and to strengthen 
these ties, the Kazakh Foreign 
Minister will soon visit Kabul. 
During the meeting, Abdul Ghani 
Baradar described Kazakhstan as 

an important and reliable regional 
partner for Afghanistan and called 
the appointment of Kazakhstan’s 
special representative for 
Afghanistan a valuable step. Baradar 
expressed gratitude to Kazakhstan 
for supporting Afghanistan in 
international forums and said 
Afghanistan serves as an important 
transit route for Kazakhstan to the 

Middle East and South Asia.
According to him, Kazakhstan can 
connect Afghanistan to Europe, and 
therefore, Kazakhstan should take 
advantage of existing opportunities 
in investment, trade, railway projects, 
and transit a�airs.
He also considered the signing of the 
agricultural products preservation 
and quarantine agreement between 

the two countries important for 
increasing bilateral trade volume 
to $3 billion. Baradar stressed 
facilitating visa issuance for Afghans 
and the opening of Afghan bank 
accounts in Kazakhstan’s Zaman 
and Freedom Banks. He assured that 
Afghan banks are fully prepared for 
these collaborations.
Baradar noted that Afghanistan 
has initiated the establishment 
of an operational company for 
imports and exports via railways to 
expand bilateral trade and will soon 
introduce it to Kazakhstan.
He added that a dra� agreement on 
international transport and transit 
between the two countries has been 
prepared, serious discussions are 
underway regarding tari� reductions 
on transit goods, and cooperation 
agreements in industrial, trade, 
and transport sectors with Iran, 
Kazakhstan, and Turkmenistan have 
been formulated, with Kazakhstan’s 
cooperation being significant in these 
areas.

Kazakhstan Pledges $500 Million Investment 
in Torghundi–Herat Railway Project
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Exchange Rates

69.2250  69.0250

80.9100  80.3100

85.1125  84.6125

244.5  236.5

18.80  18.70

775.0  765.0

Contact Numbers

 Kabul Police -119

 Kabul Ambulance - 112

 Wazir Akbar Khan Hospital

Ata Turk Hospital 

Corona call center - 166

0202301360

0202500312
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Welcoming...
compared to war. Afghans need international 
support to maintain this peace. Now is the time for 
the Afghan caretaker government to manage this 
global opportunity transparently and correctly for 
the welfare and progress of the people.
The hope of the Afghan people is that this process 
will not stop with Russia’s announcement alone, but 
will also inspire other countries to truly embrace the 
policy of engagement and o�er the Afghan people 
the chance to live comfortably. This will not only 
benefit Afghanistan, but will also be a meaningful 
and significant step toward stability for the entire 
region and the world.

Deported...
request from the Islamic 
Emirate is to find a solution 
for us.”
Meanwhile, the Pakistani 
government has announced 
that the issue of extending 
Afghan migrants’ Proof of 
Registration (PoR) cards is 
under review, and relevant 
institutions have been warned 
not to take any action against 
PoR cardholders until a final 
decision is made.
Malak Awal Shinwari, an 
Afghan migrant in Pakistan, 
said: “Among the issues 
migrants face are the actions 
of Pakistani police, especially 
against those who have PoR 
cards. These individuals 
should not be expelled, yet 
in some areas, the police are 
creating di�iculties for Afghan 

migrants.”
Atiqullah Mansoor, another 
Afghan migrant in Pakistan, 
said: “Our request to the 
Islamic Emirate is to act as 
soon as possible and engage 
with the host country’s foreign 
ministry to simplify the visa 
and extension process for 
Afghan migrants.”
In the wake of the ongoing 
mass return of migrants, the 
UN High Commissioner for 
Refugees (UNHCR) has warned 
that the return of over 1.4 
million individuals this year 
has led to an unprecedented 
increase in the need for 
emergency assistance.
According to the agency, over 
one million people have been 
returned from Iran alone.
In a statement, the UNHCR 
said: “UNHCR, the UN Refugee 

Agency, is urgently seeking 
funding to protect over 1.4 
million people who have 
returned or been forced to 
return to Afghanistan so far 
this year, including over 1 
million from Iran.”
Nazar Nazari, a migration 
rights activist, said: 
“Supporting migrants is a 
moral, humanitarian, and 
essential responsibility. The 
international community 
must take strong and e�ective 
action in this regard.”
Iranian media, citing the 
governor of Taybad, reported 
that 38,000 Afghan migrants 
are deported daily through the 
Dogharoon border crossing.
He also stated that over 
500,000 individuals have been 
expelled through this route so 
far.

Trump Slams...
again will we see something 
like Afghanistan,” he said 
firmly. During the same event, 
Trump celebrated the state of 
the U.S. economy and praised 
the impact of the new tax 
legislation. 
He claimed that the U.S. is 
currently experiencing an 
unprecedented investment 
wave, saying, “Nearly $15 
trillion is flowing into the 
country—nothing like this has 

ever happened before.”
The president concluded by 
highlighting the uniqueness 
of this economic moment: 
“Even in the past, nothing 
has come close to this level of 
investment and growth.”
The U.S. withdrawal from 
Afghanistan, completed in 
August 2021, marked the end 
of America’s 20-year military 
presence.
The rapid collapse of the 
Afghanistan government 

and the Taliban’s takeover 
shocked the world, triggering 
a chaotic evacuation and 
global criticism. Since 
then, the withdrawal has 
remained a highly polarizing 
issue in U.S. politics. While 
Democrats argue the decision 
ended an unwinnable war, 
Republicans—led by Trump—
have consistently framed it 
as a catastrophic failure that 
damaged America’s global 
standing.

Musk...
of Greece from subjugation to 
preeminence in the ancient 
world in another tweet, saying: 
“The way we’re going to crack 
the uniparty system is by using 
a variant of how Epaminondas 
shattered the myth of Spartan 
invincibility at Leuctra: 
Extremely concentrated force 
at a precise location on the 
battlefield.” There was no 
immediate comment from 

Trump or the White House on 
Musk’s announcement.
The feud with Trump, o�en 
described as one between 
the world’s richest man and 
the world’s most powerful, 
has led to several precipitous 
falls in Tesla’s share price. The 
stock soared a�er Trump’s 
November reelection and hit 
a high of more than $488 in 
December, before losing more 
than half of its value in April 

and closing last week out at 
$315.35.
Despite Musk’s deep pockets, 
breaking the Republican-
Democratic duopoly will be 
a tall order, given that it has 
dominated American political 
life for more than 160 years, 
while Trump’s approval 
ratings in polls in his second 
term have generally held firm 
above 40 percent, despite 
o�en divisive policies.

At Least...
issuing advance evacuation orders as the 
Guadalupe swiftly rose above major flood 
stage. “This happened very quickly, over a 
very short period of time that could not be 
predicted, even with radar,” Rice said. “This 
happened within less than a two-hour span. 
State emergency management officials had 
warned as early as Thursday that west and 
central Texas faced heavy rains and flash flood 
threats “over the next couple days,” citing 
National Weather Service forecasts ahead of 
the holiday weekend.
But the weather forecasts in question “did 
not predict the amount of rain that we saw,” 
W. Nim Kidd, director of the Texas Division 
of Emergency Management, told a news 
conference on Friday night.
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The tattered bromance between Republican 
President Donald Trump and his main campaign 
financier Elon Musk took another fractious turn 
on Saturday when the space and automotive 
billionaire announced the formation of a new 
political party, saying Trump’s “big, beautiful” tax 
bill would bankrupt America.
A day a er asking his followers on his X platform 
whether a new U.S. political party should be 
created, Musk declared in a post on Saturday that 
“Today, the America Party is formed to give you 
back your freedom.”
“By a factor of 2 to 1, you want a new political party 
and you shall have it!” he wrote.
The announcement from Musk comes a er Trump 
signed his self-styled “big, beautiful” tax-cut and 
spending bill into law on Friday, which Musk fiercely 
opposed. Musk, who became the word’s richest 

man thanks to his Tesla car company and his SpaceX 
satellite firm, spent hundreds of millions on Trump’s 
re-election and led the Department of Government 
E�iciency from the start of the president’s second 
term aimed at slashing government spending.
The two have since fallen out spectacularly over 
disagreements about the bill.
Musk said previously that he would start a new 
political party and spend money to unseat 
lawmakers who supported the bill.
Trump earlier this week threatened to cut o� 
the billions of dollars in subsidies that Musk’s 
companies receive from the federal government.
Asked on X what was the one thing that made him 
go from loving Trump to attacking him, Musk said: 
“Increasing the deficit from an already insane 
$2T under Biden to $2.5T. This will bankrupt 
the country.” He referenced the growth...   P3

Musk Announces Forming of ‘America 
Party’ in Further Break From Trump

A look at the world

Torrential rains unleashed 
flash floods along the 
Guadalupe River in Texas 
on Friday, killing at least 
24 people as rescue teams 
scrambled to save dozens 
of victims trapped by high 
water or reported missing 
in the disaster, local 

Ukraine launched a missile strike on a Russian military 
airbase in Voronezh, damaging a bomb depot and 
aircra , according to reports.
Ukrainian forces have reportedly launched a targeted 
strike on a Russian military airfield in the Voronezh 
region, according to international media reports.
Reuters reported on Saturday, July 5, that the 
Borisoglebsk airbase in western Russia was hit during 
the operation. The base is known to be part of Russia’s 
strategic air force infrastructure.
Ukrainian sources claim that the attack destroyed 
a bomb storage facility and damaged at least one 
aircra . While independent verification remains limited, 
Ukrainian military intelligence has taken responsibility 
for the operation.
Russian security o�icials have confirmed the attack 
took place but have not provided full details about the 
extent of the damage. The Kremlin has yet to release 
an o�icial statement.
This latest development follows a sharp rise in Russian 
airstrikes on Ukrainian cities in recent days, with several 
missile and drone attacks reported in Kyiv, Kharkiv, and 
other regions.
Earlier this year, Ukraine executed a complex assault 
that reportedly destroyed several Russian military 
aircra  at multiple airbases, highlighting its evolving 
capability to strike behind enemy lines.
Analysts suggest that Ukraine is shi ing from a purely 
defensive posture to a more strategic o�ensive 
approach. Long-range precision attacks are increasingly 
being used to weaken Russian supply chains and air 
dominance.
The ongoing exchange of attacks reflects the intensifying 
nature of the conflict, with both sides attempting to 
gain tactical advantage through air operations and 
infrastructure targeting.

China has made substantial progress in curbing 
groundwater overexploitation in recent years, driven by 
e�orts to reduce extraction and enhance replenishment, 
a government o�icial said on Friday.
The number of provincial-level regions facing 
groundwater overexploitation has dropped from 21 
in 2015 to 18 now, with the volume of overexploitation 
down by 31.9 percent compared to 2015 levels, Zhang 
Xiangwei, an o�icial of the Ministry of Water Resources, 
told a press conference.
The improvement has been particularly striking in 
northern China, one of the country’s most water-
scarce regions, where groundwater overexploitation 
has been reduced by 85.8 percent compared to 2015 
levels, according to Zhang.
Data from the ministry show that shallow groundwater 
levels in parts of the Beijing-Tianjin-Hebei region have 
risen by 3.19 meters since 2015, while deep groundwater 
levels have rebounded by an average of 8.46 meters.
To consolidate the progress, Zhang noted that China 
will adopt a comprehensive approach, including water 
conservation, industrial restructuring and enhanced 
replenishment e�orts, to ensure the sustained recovery 
of groundwater levels.
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officials said.
Among the missing were 23 to 
25 people listed as unaccounted 
for at an all-girls Christian 
summer camp located on the 
banks of the rain-engorged 
G u a d a l u p e ,  a u t h o r i t i e s 
said. At a news conference 
late on Friday, almost...   P2


