
The Need to Assist Displaced Afghans During Harsh...
Afghanistan is in urgent need of  support for its displaced citizens 
during the severe winter season. Currently, temperatures in the...
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Sher Mohammad Abbas Stanikzai, 
the Deputy Minister of Foreign 
Affairs, stated during a graduation 
ceremony at a madrasa that the 
Islamic Emirate has closed the 
door on enmity with the United 
States and is ready to engage with 
all countries, including the U.S.The 
deputy minister said that the 
interim government hopes the new 
US administration will reconsider 

its policies toward Afghanistan 
and refrain from interfering in 
Afghanistan’s internal affairs. 
Stanikzai also emphasized the need 
for the United States to honor the 
Doha Agreement.He stated: “One 
or two weeks from now, he [Trump] 
will come to power. He should 
change his policy, abandon Biden’s 
policy, and create a new approach. 
From Afghanistan and the Islamic 

Emirate’s side, the path is open for 
them. If they intend friendship, we 
will extend a hand of friendship as 
well. An enemy does not remain an 
enemy forever, and a friend does 
not remain a friend forever.”In 
another part of his speech, 
Stanikzai criticized what he referred 
to as anti-government propaganda 
by some countries. According to 
him, the intelligence agencies of 

regional and global powers are 
fully engaged in an intelligence 
and media war against the Islamic 
Emirate.He further stated: “If 
Daesh carries out an incident in 
Kabul, the world immediately 
claims that there is no security in 
Afghanistan and that this place is a 
hub of terrorism, urging countries 
to gather and form a consensus. But 
in the US, there were two attacks 
on Trump, and no one claimed 
that security was lacking there. 
The purpose of all this is that the 
world has launched an intelligence 
and media war against us.”On the 
other hand, Abdul Latif Mansoor, 
the acting minister of energy and 
water, who also spoke at the event, 
emphasized the importance of 
good behavior toward citizens.
He stated: “First, I address myself, 
and then I address the scholars and 
officials of the Islamic Emirate: we 
must not become arrogant due to 
our power and capabilities, and we 
must not betray our people.”The 
program organizers announced 
that 430 religious scholars from 
various sections of the Abdullah 
Ibn Mubarak Madrasa graduated 
today (Saturday) and received their 
certificates.

The cold weather, along with snowfall 
and rain, has greatly exacerbated 
the challenges faced by internally 
displaced people (IDPs) and those 
in need in Kabul. They told that they 
lack adequate access to fuel and food 
during this harsh winter season and 
called on aid organizations to support 
displaced and impoverished families.  
Sangeen, a displaced woman from 
Mazar-e-Sharif who spends her days 
and nights with her children in a 
cold room, said: “We don’t have any 
fuel, nor do we have anything to eat 
or wear. Even the water we drink 
comes at a cost. We pay five afghani 
to fill a barrel of water.” Ismail...   P3

The Ministry of Refugees and 
Repatriation said that more than 50 
Afghan citizens who were imprisoned 
in Karachi and Peshawar prisons 
in Pakistan due to a lack of legal 
documents have been released.
According to the ministry, these 
individuals, who were imprisoned 
for 3 to 20 days due to a lack of legal 
documentation, returned to the 
country on January 2 through the 
Torkham and Spin Boldak crossings.
“Yesterday, 54 Afghan citizens who 
were imprisoned in Karachi and 
Peshawar prisons due to a lack of 
legal documents were released and 
returned to the country, “said Abdul 
Matlub Haqqani, spokesperson for the 
Ministry of Refugees and Repatriation.
Meanwhile, some Afghan refugees 
living in Pakistan have complained 
about the problems and challenges 
they face.“Afghan refugees 
are being arrested, are...     P3
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Azizi Expresses 
Concern, 

Says Afghans 
Invested Billions 
in Neighboring 

Countries
Acting Minister of Industry and 
Commerce, Nooruddin Azizi, 
has expressed concern over the 
investments made by Afghans in 
neighboring countries and the 
region, amounting to billions of 
dollars.
In an exclusive interview with Ariana 
News, Azizi revealed that his ministry 
is actively working to facilitate the 
return of Afghan investments from 
neighboring countries and the 
region back to Afghanistan...      P3
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A coordination meeting chaired by 
Acting Minister of Labor and Social 
Affairs, Mullah Abdul Manan Omari, 
was held to discuss the process of 
sending Afghan workers abroad 
and providing necessary facilities 
for Afghan laborers already 
working overseas. According to 
a press release from the Ministry 
of Labor and Social Affairs, 
the meeting was attended by 
Acting Minister of Foreign Affairs, 
Mawlawi Amir Khan Muttaqi; 
Director of the National Statistics 
and Information Authority, Abdul 
Qahar Haji Idrees; Deputy Minister 
of Interior, Mawlawi Muhammad 
Nabi Omari; and Deputy Minister 
of Public Health, Mawlawi 
Hamdullah Zahid. Discussions 
focused on creating employment 
opportunities for Afghan workers 
abroad and addressing the 

challenges faced by Afghan 
laborers currently residing in 
foreign countries. The meeting 
resolved to accelerate the legal 
process of sending Afghan workers 
abroad, improve the analysis and 
organization of documents for 
Afghan workers residing overseas, 
and establish essential facilities 
to support their work and protect 

their rights. It was decided to draft 
a five-party agreement to define 
the responsibilities of each agency 
involved in this process.
This initiative was taken in 
line with the directive of His 
Excellency Amir al-Mu’minin (May 
Allah protect him), ensuring that 
all relevant departments fulfill 
their responsibilities in...   P3

Islamic Emirate Officials Discuss Legal 
Processes for Overseas Employment
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Over 50 Afghan 
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China’s news media has evolved into 
a data-driven, intelligent, platform-
based, and socialized industry. 
The omni-media communications 
system has been significantly 
enhanced, as highlighted in the 54th 
China Statistical Report on Internet 
Development. By June 2024, China 
boasted nearly 1.1 billion internet 
users, representing a penetration 
rate of 78.0%.
According to a report on the 
development of China’s News Media, 
issued by the All China Journalists 
Association, (ACJA), the country’s 
digital transformation extends to 
3,606 Internet news information 
service units, providing 14,228 
licensed services including websites, 
applications, and public accounts. 
This growth complements the 
thriving print media sector, which 
recorded 26.01 billion newspaper 
copies printed in 2023, with a total 
subscription value of 35.57 billion 
Yuan.
The report further states that in 
recent years, the rapid advancement 
of generative artificial intelligence 
(AI) technology has significantly 
reshaped the ecosystem of 
journalism and communication 
in China. This transformation has 
introduced a paradigm shift in 
how news is produced, curated, 
and disseminated, enabling media 
organizations to leverage AI for 
tasks such as real-time reporting, 
automated content creation, 
personalized audience engagement, 
and predictive analytics. By 
integrating cutting-edge digital 
and intelligent technologies, 
China’s media industry is not only 
enhancing efficiency and precision 
but also redefining the boundaries 
of creativity and innovation in 
storytelling. This forward-thinking 
approach positions China as a 
global pioneer in utilizing AI to meet 

the evolving demands of modern 
journalism, while also addressing 
challenges related to accuracy, 
ethics, and inclusivity in media 
practices.
Generative AI (AIGC) is becoming a 
cornerstone of the media landscape. 
According to the AIGC Panorama 
Report of Application in China, 
the market size for generative AI 
applications is projected to hit 20 
billion Yuan in 2024, surging past one 
trillion Yuan by 2030. Media outlets 
are increasingly investing in AI-
powered tools, integrating them with 
film, television, and music assets to 
foster innovative collaboration and 
applications.
The sector has also witnessed 
employment growth. The newspaper 
publishing industry employed 
184,000 professionals in 2023, 
marking a third consecutive year of 
increase. Across the broader media 
industry, over 1 million individuals 
contributed to the development 
of radio, television, and online 
audiovisual services, the ACJA report 
stated.
By October 2024, the nation had 
230,585 accredited journalists, 

many of whom continue to immerse 
themselves in grassroots reporting, 
champion ethical journalism, and 
enhance public oversight.
China’s media industry achieved 
a total output value of 3.15 trillion 
Yuan in 2023, reflecting an 8.38% 
year-on-year increase. Newspapers 
generated 61.66 billion Yuan in 
revenue, with notable contributions 
from advertising, circulation, and 
new media operations. The national 
radio and television industry, 
alongside online audiovisual 
platforms, recorded revenues of 
over 1,412.608 billion Yuan, marking 
a 13.74% up year on year.
The All-China Journalists Association 
(ACJA) has played a pivotal role in 
advocating for journalists’ welfare 
and professional development. Over 
the past decade, it has disbursed 
25.15 million Yuan in support of 
journalists facing injury, illness, or 
death in the line of duty. The ACJA 
also promotes ethical journalism and 
social responsibility, with over 580 
media social responsibility reports 
published in 2024 alone.
China’s media industry stands 
as a beacon of innovation and 

transformation, leveraging 
generative AI and digital tools to 
redefine news production and 
communication. With a strong focus 
on workforce development, ethical 
practices, and public engagement, 
the sector continues to adapt to the 
demands of an increasingly digital 
and interconnected world.
By embracing these advancements, 
China’s media industry is not only 
shaping its future but also setting 
a global benchmark for innovation 
and responsibility in journalism. 
Through the integration of cutting-
edge technologies such as artificial 
intelligence, big data analytics, and 
immersive media, Chinese media 
outlets are redefining content 
creation, distribution, and audience 
engagement. Furthermore, their 
emphasis on ethical journalism, 
cultural storytelling, and 
international collaboration highlights 
a commitment to balanced reporting 
and shared narratives. As China 
continues to leverage its resources 
and talent, it is positioning itself as a 
leader in promoting sustainable and 
forward-thinking media practices on 
the global stage.

US and some other Western firms’ 
reported request for the US to 
impose a staggering 920-percent 
duty on Chinese graphite is reckless, 
as the move, targeting another 
globally leading Chinese industry, 
could potentially inflict huge damage 
on the US’ electric vehicle (EV) sector 
and its consumers, an industry 
analyst said on Thursday. 
Bloomberg reported on Wednesday 
that a trade association filed petitions 
with two US federal agencies on 
Tuesday asking for investigations 
into whether Chinese companies 
are violating anti-dumping laws and 
hoping to trigger punitive tariffs of 
as much as 920 percent on Chinese 
graphite in response. 
The petition was filed by the 
American Active Anode Material 
Producers (AAAMP), a group of US 

and Canadian graphite producers. 
Meanwhile, Australian graphite firm 
Novonix also said that it has joined 
the petition, and another Australian 
firm Syrah Resources said its unit, 
Syrah Technologies LLC, filed an anti-
dumping and countervailing duty 
petition with the US Department 
of Commerce and the International 
Trade Commission, Reuters reported 
on Thursday. 
“This is yet another crackdown 
attempt from the US and some of 
its allies against a leading Chinese 
industry. It is reckless because such 
a request completely disregards the 
potentially huge damage this could 
have on the US’ own EV industry 
and consumers,” Wu Chenhui, an 
independent analyst who closely 
follows the critical minerals industry, 
told the Global Times on...    P3
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China Leads New Media: Internet 
Penetration Reaches Over 1.1 Billion Users

US Firms’ Request for 
920% Duty on Chinese 

Graphite ‘Reckless’Afghanistan is in urgent need 
of support for its displaced 
citizens during the severe winter 
season. Currently, temperatures 
in the country have dropped to 
unprecedented levels, leaving 
Afghan refugees without the 
blessing of shelter facing dire 
hardships. Their lives are at 
serious risk, and the continuation 
of this situation could lead to a 
humanitarian catastrophe.
The Afghan caretaker government 
must take swift and practical 
measures to assist the displaced 
population. Collaborating with 
charitable organizations and 
coordinating aid from international 
humanitarian agencies should 
be a top priority. Considering 
the harsh winter conditions, the 
government must urgently deliver 
immediate relief to the affected 

regions. This aid must not only 
address short-term needs but 
also focus on sustainable, long-
term solutions, such as providing 
adequate shelters and ensuring 
ongoing support for the affected 
individuals.
In addition to these efforts, 
enhanced coordination with 
international humanitarian 
organizations and other aid 
agencies is essential to provide 
shelter, food, warm clothing, 
and healthcare services to the 
displaced. Agencies like the 
Office for the Coordination of 
Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) and 
other global entities can play a 
pivotal role in this regard. Such 
measures will create broader 
opportunities to save the lives of 
Afghans facing extreme adversity.
Simultaneously, the collaboration 

of local businesses and national 
philanthropists holds significant 
importance. They can mobilize 
their resources to organize 
extensive campaigns and meet 
the essential needs of displaced 
people. For example, wealthy 
businesspersons can establish 
relief funds and create a 
coordinated mechanism to deliver 
aid to those in need. It is a moral 
and ethical obligation for every 
member of society to support their 
vulnerable brothers and sisters 
during these challenging times.
To ensure the effectiveness of 
these relief efforts, the principle of 
transparency must be upheld. Aid 
should reach those who genuinely 
need it, and every aspect of this 
process should be monitored to 
prevent corruption. The Afghan 
government must earn the...   P3
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Editorial

Mike Johnson...
ultimately switching his 
vote. Mr. Self said he secured 
assurances that conservative 
voices would be included in 
shaping major legislation on 
tax and immigration policy.
“We needed more input from 
members like myself—not a 
chairman, not a leadership 
position—and I think that’s 
what we have done,” Mr. Self 
told reporters after the vote.
A n o t h e r  h o l d o u t , 
Representative Ralph 
Norman of South Carolina, 
also flipped his vote for 
Mr. Johnson. A close ally 
of the speaker, speaking 
anonymously, said Mr. 
Johnson had pledged to lead 
the House in a “constructive” 
way but made no explicit 
promises about changing the 
chamber’s rules.
Still, dissent lingered. 
Representative Thomas 
Massie of Kentucky, a 
frequent critic of party 
leadership, was the lone 
Republican to oppose Mr. 
Johnson in the final tally. 
Six other Republicans who 
initially abstained eventually 
cast their votes for Mr. 
Johnson.
The marathon session 
showcased the intense 
lobbying efforts within the 
Republican caucus. Members 
lingered on the House floor 
long after voting concluded, 
with Mr. Johnson and his 
allies personally urging 
holdouts to reconsider.
A Reuters photographer 
captured an image of 
Representative Marjorie 
Taylor Greene, who voted 
for Mr. Johnson, speaking on 
her phone during the vote. 
The name “Susie Wiles”—
Mr. Trump’s incoming chief 
of staff—was visible on her 
screen.
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The Ministry of Industry and 
Commerce reports that Afghanistan’s 
total trade in 2024 is expected to 
exceed $12 billion.
According to the ministry’s 
report, following the political 
changes in 2021, Afghanistan’s 
economy underwent significant 
transformations, which gradually 
normalized over time. Particularly, 
the country’s exports, crucial for the 
national economy, increased by more 
than 100%. Previously, Afghanistan’s 
trade volume did not exceed $850 
million annually, but after the return 
of the Islamic Emirate, exports surged 
to $2 billion. In 2024, Afghanistan’s 
total trade reached $12.42 billion, 
with exports at $1.803 billion 
and imports at $10.619 billion. In 
comparison, in 2023, Afghanistan’s 

exports were $1.884 billion and 
imports were $7.71 billion. This 
shows a 4% decrease in exports and 
a 38% increase in imports in 2024 
compared to the previous year.

The trade deficit in 2024 stands at 
$8.816 billion, with exports making 
up 15% and imports 85%.
Despite challenges, the latest 
statistics indicate that Afghanistan’s 

exports are stabilizing, and the 4% 
decline in exports is seen as a sign of 
stabilization and order.
The report also highlights that, 
despite negative media portrayals, 
Afghanistan’s purchasing power has 
increased, and the private sector has 
benefited from government support 
regarding tariffs.Compared to last 
year, exports to Pakistan and China 
have decreased, while exports to 
Turkey and India have increased. 
Notably, Afghanistan’s exports to 
its neighboring countries, including 
Iran, Kazakhstan, Uzbekistan, and 
the UAE, have doubled. Key export 
products from Afghanistan include 
pomegranates, figs, raisins, hing, and 
coal. The leading import sources are 
Iran, the UAE, Pakistan, China, and 
Turkmenistan.

Afghanistan’s Total Trade Achieves 
$12.42 Billion Milestone in 2024
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Contact Numbers
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 Kabul Ambulance - 112

 Wazir Akbar Khan Hospital

Ata Turk Hospital 

Corona call center - 166

0202301360

0202500312

����������
���������

��������������
�
�����
�����	

�����������
�
�����

�����
�����
��	������
��������
�
����������
�
�
����
�
����
�

�������
�
�����
�
������
����
…

Displaced Families...
another displaced person, said: “We appeal 
to the Islamic Emirate, national traders, and 
organizations to assist us. These people are poor 
and helpless.”
Meanwhile, the Ministry of Refugees and 
Repatriation highlighted its efforts to assist 
displaced people in Kabul and other provinces.  
Abdul Mutalib Haqqani, spokesperson for the 
Ministry of Refugees and Repatriation,: “With 
the arrival of winter, we have plans in place. This 
winter alone, 38,000 families have already received 
assistance, and these efforts are ongoing across 
the country.”
According to statistics from the Ministry of Refugees 
and Repatriation, over the past year, the ministry 
has relocated 18,000 families back to their original 
areas and provided them with food aid.

Over 50 Afghan...
suffering, and are imprisoned. We call on the 
interim government to establish an organized 
program for the voluntary return of Afghan 
refugees from neighboring countries,” said 
Atiqullah Mansoor, an Afghan refugee in Pakistan.
“Our request to the government of Pakistan is to 
immediately stop the arrests and deportations 
of Afghan refugees, “said Mir Mia Khail, another 
Afghan refugee in Pakistan.
Previously, the Ministry of Refugees and 
Repatriation announced that 11,000 Afghan 
refugees are imprisoned in Iran and Pakistan, and 
the ministry is working to release these individuals 
and return them to the country.

Azizi Expresses...
He explained that discussions 
have already been initiated 
with several Afghan investors 
on this issue.
However, he was optimistic, 
adding, “By the grace of 
God, we have enacted laws 
that are gradually enabling 
immigrants, the private sector, 
and our entrepreneurs to 
invest within Afghanistan.”
Azizi also highlighted the 
ministry’s efforts to support 

industrialists, mentioning that 
programs for land allocation 
and electricity supply are 
advancing quickly.
He announced that 150,000 
acres of land would be 
distributed for economic 
activities to boost domestic 
industry.Furthermore, the 
Acting Minister revealed that 
Afghanistan has successfully 
convinced Uzbekistan to invest 
in the country’s electricity 
sector.

While banking issues faced by 
Afghan traders in neighboring 
countries and the region 
have been resolved, Azizi 
acknowledged that challenges 
remain at the international 
level. Azizi also stressed that 
the Ministry of Industry is 
working tirelessly to expand 
new export markets for Afghan 
products, aiming to reduce 
traders’ reliance on specific 
markets, particularly Pakistan.

Islamic Emirate...
facilitating the legal transfer of skilled Afghan 
workers abroad, verifying their professions, 
and organizing health, identification, and other 
necessary documents.

The Need...
public’s trust by assuring them 
that aid is being properly 
managed and delivered to 
the intended recipients. 
Additionally, involving 
the public in aid delivery 
efforts is crucial to enabling 
communities to take an active 
role in resolving this crisis. In 
conclusion, the collaboration 

of the international 
community, charitable 
organizations, and national 
entrepreneurs is vital to 
overcoming this disaster. This 
is a time for unity, solidarity, 
and cooperation among 
Afghans. Extending a helping 
hand in such harsh conditions 
is not merely a reflection of 
humanitarian values but also 

a part of our collective social 
responsibility. Furthermore, 
developing long-term plans 
and establishing mechanisms 
to minimize such crises in the 
future is a crucial component 
of addressing this challenge. 
By doing so, we can bring 
new hope to our vulnerable 
compatriots and uphold the 
dignity of human life.

US Firms...
Thursday. Wu noted that 
China’s graphite industry is so 
much ahead of the graphite 
industries in the US and some 
of its allies that companies 
in these countries cannot 
compete with their Chinese 
counterparts, so they are 
resorting to protectionist 
actions and attempts to 
contain their Chinese 
competitors.
A report from Oxford 
Economics, which appears to 
be supporting North America’s 
graphite growth, said that 
in 2023, China supplied 92 
percent of the graphite anode 
material used in batteries. 
The latest petition in the US 
for higher tariffs on Chinese 
graphite came after the US 
government in 2018 already 
imposed a 25-percent 
duty on Chinese synthetic 
graphite. In addition, Canada 
plans to impose tariffs on 
a slew of Chinese products 
as early as next year, with 
levies on semiconductors, 
permanent magnets, and 
natural graphite following 
in 2026, Reuters reported 
on Tuesday. In October, the 
European Commission also 

announced so-called anti-
dumping probes into certain 
graphite electrode systems 
and artificial graphite in blocks 
or cylinders from China. 
Notably, China has also 
strengthened export controls 
on graphite. In October 2023, 
the General Administration 
of Customs (GAC) and 
Ministry of Commerce jointly 
announced export controls 
on certain kinds of graphite 
items to protect national 
security and interests. The 
export controls took effect 
on December 1, 2023. A 
MOFCOM spokesperson said 
in January that the move is 
not a ban and is aimed at 
fulfilling international non-
proliferation obligations and 
safeguarding China’s national 
security and interests. 
Following the export control 
measures, relevant graphite 
exports to the US have been 
declining. China’s exports of 
natural flake graphite, which 
falls under the export control, 
to the US dropped by about 39 
percent to about $3.95 million 
in the first 10 months of 2024, 
compared to $6.48 million 
during the same period in 
2023, according to GAC data. 

Meanwhile, despite the 
US government and some 
firms’ push for production of 
graphite in the US from the US 
government and certain firms, 
some EV makers, including 
Tesla, have struggled to find 
reliable sources of graphite 
outside of China and have 
applied for exemptions from 
the current 25-percent tariff, 
according to the Bloomberg 
report. In an application for 
the US Trade Representative’s 
office, Tesla said “there is no 
single manufacturer outside 
of China that currently 
meets Tesla’s specifications 
and additional capacity 
requirements.”
“Any additional tariffs on 
Chinese graphite will increase 
costs for production of 
batteries and EVs, which will 
in turn increase prices for US 
consumers,” Zhang Xiang, 
chief energy storage expert at 
Jiangsu Gufeng Electric Power 
Technology Co, told the Global 
Times on Thursday. “Graphite 
producers in the US are aiming 
to take advantage of the US’ 
containment strategy against 
China to bolster their business. 
But this would be a lose-lose 
move.”
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Representative Mike Johnson of Louisiana was 
narrowly re-elected as Speaker of the House 
on Friday, underscoring divisions within the 
Republican Party as it seeks to advance the 
agenda of President-elect Donald J. Trump.
Mr. Johnson secured 218 votes, the bare 
minimum required for victory, after a tense 
roll-call vote lasting nearly two hours. 
Initially, he appeared to fall short as several 
Republicans withheld their support. However, 
two dissenting lawmakers switched their 
votes after lengthy negotiations, reportedly 
including a direct call from Mr. Trump to one 
holdout.
Republicans hold a fragile 219-215 majority in 
the chamber, leaving little room for internal 
discord. The contentious vote served as 
an early test of Republican cohesion under 
Mr. Trump’s leadership, as the party faces 

significant legislative challenges, including 
extending the 2017 tax cuts set to expire this 
year and addressing the nation’s ballooning 
$36 trillion debt. “We’re going to drastically 
cut back the size and scope of government,” 
Mr. Johnson said after the vote, pledging 
to prioritize Mr. Trump’s tax and border 
enforcement policies.
But the razor-thin outcome highlighted the 
fractures that have plagued House Republicans 
in recent years. Mr. Johnson ascended to the 
speakership last year after the party ousted 
Kevin McCarthy midway through his term, 
reflecting ongoing power struggles within 
the caucus. The vote also tested Mr. Trump’s 
sway on Capitol Hill. Representative Keith 
Self of Texas, one of three Republicans who 
initially opposed Mr. Johnson, said he had a 
“lively” discussion with Mr. Trump before...   P2
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A look at the world

At least four people were 
killed and 32 others 
injured in an explosion in 
Pakistan’s southwestern 
Balochistan province on 
Saturday, local media and 
officials said.
The incident happened 
in Turbat district of the 
province, where a convoy 
was attacked and a bus 

in it was struck during 
the assault, officials told 
Xinhua on condition of 
anonymity. The banned 
Balochistan Liberation 
Army claimed the attack 
in a post on social media, 
while the Pakistani 
authorities have not 
confirmed the attack.

Israeli military strikes in the Gaza Strip have killed at 
least 70 people over the last day, Palestinian medics 
said on Saturday, as mediators launched a new ceasefire 
push to end the 15-month-old war, Reuters reported.
At least 17 of those who died were killed in airstrikes on 
two houses in Gaza City, the first of which destroyed the 
home of the Al-Ghoula family in the early hours, medics 
and residents said.
“At about 2 a.m. we were woken up by the sound of 
a huge explosion,” said Ahmed Ayyan, a neighbour, 
adding that 14 or 15 people had been staying in the 
house. “Most of them are women and children, they are 
all civilians, there is no one there who shot missiles, or 
is from the resistance,” Ayyan told Reuters.
People scoured the rubble for any survivors trapped 
under the debris and medics said several children were 
among those killed. A few flames and trails of smoke 
still rose from burning furniture in the ruins hours after 
the attack. There was no immediate comment from 
the Israeli military on the incident. “Most of them are 
women and children, they are all civilians, there is no 
one there who shot missiles, or is from the resistance,” 
Ayyan told Reuters. People scoured the rubble for any 
survivors trapped under the debris and medics said 
several children were among those killed. A few flames 
and trails of smoke still rose from burning furniture in 
the ruins hours after the attack. There was no immediate 
comment from the Israeli military on the incident. At 
least six other Palestinians were killed in Israeli strikes 
in Jabalia in the north and near the central town of Deir 
Al-Balah, medics said. Saturday’s deaths brought the 
toll to 70 since Friday, Palestinian health officials said.

A renewed push is under way to reach a ceasefire in 
the war between Israel and Hamas and return Israeli 
hostages before U.S. President-elect Donald Trump 
takes office on Jan. 20, read the report. Hamas said it 
was committed to reaching an agreement as soon as 
possible, but it was unclear how close the two sides 
were.

In a bustling workshop of a sportswear company, 
workers were racing to fulfill an urgent order of 
50,000 pairs of ski goggles, a popular item in the 
trolleys of megacity shoppers, around late December.
“Our production lines have been running at full tilt,” 
said Pan Xinru, the workshop director of Zhejiang 
Vista Sports Goods Co., Ltd. Located in a small coastal 
county-level city Wenling in Zhejiang Province, a 
manufacturing hub in eastern China, the company 
has been producing ski goggles since 2007, primarily 
for the European and American markets. After China 
successfully hosted the 2022 Beijing Winter Olympics, 
the company sensed a shift in the market and swiftly 
adjusted its strategy by increasing investment in the 
domestic market. Wang Keli, deputy head of the 
company’s administration department, noted that 
the sales volume in the domestic market at present 
accounts for about one-third of the total. In recent 
years, enthusiasm for ice and snow sports in China 
has surged, leading to a year-on-year growth in 
Vista’s order book.
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